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WW I Monument

WW II Monument

The Town of Stafford has remembered her World War I and II veteran’s for many
years, but all of the other men and women that have served were omitted. One woman’s trip to Normandy changed all of that. Helen Batchellor made it her mission to
acknowledge all that have served from the Town of Stafford, and with the help of The
Stafford Garden Club, Stafford Town Board, Historical Society, Jim Nider, Carol
Grooms, Carol Queal, Charm Robinson and others, Helen was able to see her vision
come to fruition.
If you get an opportunity, stop at Illette Park on the corner of Route 5 and
237, take a walk to see the older monuments, and then pause in front of
the new beautiful monument honoring our men and women veteran’s. Bob Carlsen, owner of Derrick Monument, designed the stone
and oversaw its placement.
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From the Supervisor
As many of you know 2016 was a difficult time for me and my family. Yet the one stable thing
that has helped is my job as supervisor for the Town of Stafford. I continue to go to the office daily
and with the help of our new book keeping services have kept the town running in good shape.
Some of the issues on the board’s plate was to hire a new town attorney, possible water district in the north end of town and the constant battle to keep our tax rate low. We have been very
fortunate to have the lowest rate of those municipalities that have a town tax. Should there be a
major shift in the sales tax distribution, we will have to adjust.
I want to wish all of you the happiest of holidays and a peaceful time.
Robert Clement

Highway Department News
Steven Boldt, Highway Superintendent
The Highway Department has had a busy summer of road work. The small amount of snowfall last winter
saved the Town a lot of money on salt, diesel fuel and overtime. With crude oil prices at an all-time low, blacktop and tar oil for roads was more affordable. This enabled the Town to resurface the most miles in one summer in Stafford History.
Seven Springs Road was repaved with a joint project with the Town of Batavia. The Westcott Road was repaved with a joint project with the Town of Le Roy. Sweetland Road was resurfaced in a two-phase project of
adding a much needed base to one section, and topping the other portion of the road. Prentice and Bartoff
Roads were surface treated. The shared service agreements we have with other towns is a big savings for the
Town and a very efficient way of getting projects like these done. On the Seven Springs project, we had 19
trucks from 9 towns working together for two days. So when you see Stafford trucks on the other side of the
county, you can know that we are paying back the service that was provided to us. I am already starting on
next year’s road project plans and as soon as spring starts we will get started.
Let’s all hope for safe travels this winter. The Highway Department will do the best we can with the crew and
equipment we have. Mother Nature can always throw some curve balls. Last winter was a mild one as far as
precipitation but one night we were out at 12:30 AM during a freezing rain event but by 9:00 am the roads
were finally in good condition. Please note that if the NYS Thruway closes for a winter storm, this will put extra
traffic on our local roads, making travel very difficult even locally.
Notes:
-Deer removal: Please report deceased deer directly to the Sheriff’s Dispatch (343-5000). They will notify the
proper agency based on the location. Some roads are the responsibility of the County or State Highway Department for deer removal.
-As a reminder, public water is available at the Highway Department for a small fee. The Town had a lot of
frequent users getting water this summer and fall, from people within Stafford and beyond. Having this service was a huge asset for people this year as we faced the worst drought in recent history.
-Unwanted electronics can still be dropped off by Town residents only. There is a collection bin at the Highway
Department.
-Brush and yard waste can also be dropped off by Town residents at our facility.
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Stafford Historical Society
Two Minute Cheer for the Home Team (this was an excerpt from a paper cup message from
Chipotle -the restaurant company).
The ancient human social construct that once was common in this land was called
"Community". We lived among our villagers, depending on them for what we needed. If we had a
problem, we went to a neighbor. We acquired food from farmers. We listened to music in groups,
in Churches or on our front porches. We danced. We participated--even when there was no money in it. Community is our native state. You play hardest for the hometown crowd. You become
your best self. You know joy.
This year our Community Gatherings have included the Taste of Stafford, weeks of the Stafford
Recreation program for our school kids, garden tours and plantings for all to enjoy in Ilette Park, a
well attended spaghetti dinner for cancer assistance and the setting of a Memorial Monument to all
veterans, who have sacrificed for our Community.
This December 1st, on Thursday, at 6:27 P.M., the Community has the opportunity to gather for
the Christmas Tree Lighting at the Gazebo in Ilette Park and enjoy the sound of holiday music and
traditional festivities. All the "Villargers" are invited - so come out!
The happiest people are the ones with the most Community.
Submitted by Linda Call
Town Clerk Hours
Monday:
9:30 to 5:00
Tuesday:
9:30 to 1:00 & 4:30 to 8:00
Wednesday:
Closed
Thursday:
9:30 to 5:00
Friday:
9:30 to 5:00
Saturday:
8:00 to 11:00 (September –May)
Closed Saturdays in the Summer during June, July & August

Stafford Town Clerk & Notary Public
Your Local Information Center
Hunting & Fishing Licenses Freedom of Information
Handicap Parking Permits
Administrator
Dog Licenses
Tax Collection
Tax Information
Recycling Information
Park Reservations
Voter Registration forms
Marriage Licenses
Election Coordinator
Custodian OF Town Records
Registrar of Vital Statistics —
Birth, Death, & Marriages
Zoning & Building Permit Applications
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Sleds of Stafford
P.O. Box 709
Stafford, NY 14143
Snow, Snow, Snow – yes some of us are hoping for an old fashion winter.
We can use volunteers to help establish and mark trails, maintain and operate grooming equipment, and
provide building maintenance and non profit administrative functions. Call Ken @ 356.2709 to help.
Landowners – we thank you for allowing us to develop snowmobile trails on your property. We would not
exist without you.
Renew or become a new member @.http://nysnowmobiler.com/membership/ Register your sled today.
Part of your registration money comes back to Sleds of Stafford to help expense those great trails.

FROM STAFFORD CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICE
New ruling pertaining to fence permits are required, check the zoning before installing a fence and remember you can apply for a variance if code officer denies permit as with any permit .
Here are some other issues this office receives complaints about please help:
 Remove and dispose of junk and debris
 Remove un-roadworthy vehicles (no registration or inspection updated in past 12 months cars/
trucks/motor homes/and all trailers
 Keep grass and weeds in immediate area of buildings mowed and cleaned up to
50 feet from buildings or to property line.
 Building maintenance (porches , roofs , railings , windows and any other maintenance issues.
Just about every structural issue requires a permit including roofs ( these are NYS regulations that this
office is charged with enforcing not just the Town of Stafford .If not sure if permit is required please
give us a call we will be glad to help you @ 585-344-1554 ext. 7.
In conclusion if you don’t have a Certificate of Compliance or of Occupancy this may affect the sale of
your property or an insurance claim.

Genesee County Board of Elections Needs You!
To serve as an election inspector you will only be needed a few days a year: Primary
Day in September and Election Day in November. As an election inspector you will
be required to report to work at the designated time. Prepare the polling place for
voting, process the voters, demonstrate voting procedures to voters, and close the
polling place at 9PM. You will attend a two hour training session sponsored by the
County Election Board.
You are eligible to become an election inspector if you are a registered voter in
Genesee County and are enrolled in either the Republican or Democratic parties.
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Message from Walt, Stafford Town Clerk:
Greetings from the Town Clerk’s Office. There has been the usual nonstop flurry of activities here in my
office. As they say, the Town Clerk’s Office is the focal point of the Town where everything happens. This
past year, I have been working closely with a new IT Technician upgrading our IT infrastructure here in the
Town Hall. It has been a very productive much needed project and the results are a very secure and efficient network with consistent total backups on a central IT Server. Also I have implemented an updated
state of the art web site for the Town (www.townofstafford.org). It is still being developed and I work on it
whenever I get a chance. There have also been some upgrades to the overall security system here at the
Town Hall. These are just some of the things that have been occurring at the Town Hall over the past
year. Soon it will be that dreaded tax season so we are starting to gear up for that and of course all the
yearend activities like preparations for Town Council meetings, Holiday Preparations, yearend financial
meetings etc… There has been a lot of time spent this past year with filing and implementation of new
Water Districts. I work closely with the Town Supervisor with this. There is also all the work involved with
the implementation of 3 new local laws. We have done a Dog Census in our town this year, so thank you
for being courteous and patient when Betsy knocks on your door to ask if you have any dogs. Hunting
license sales has been brisk this year and so far has gone smoothly. Then there are the usual Marriage
licenses, dog licenses, building & zoning permits, genealogy and registrar requests, Notary requests etc
etc…… It never ends, but this all is what makes the day go by quickly and the amount of satisfaction that
I get from helping people out is very rewarding. And finally, as always never hesitate to give me a call or
stop into my office if you have any questions or business to attend to. I am always here to help you out or
at least get you started in the right direction. Have a Great Holiday and Winter Season!

Assessment News
This time of year my focus is on exemption renewals. I will begin mailing out the renewals by December 1st. Agricultural Land Exemptions, Senior Citizens and STAR Enhanced need to renew. If you are on the automatic renewal
for STAR Enhanced you will receive a letter. All exemptions renewals or first timers must be in by March 1, 2017.
Some of the income limits are:
STAR Enhanced - $ 86,000
Senior Citizens - $ 24,900 Includes social security
If you have any questions or concerns please call (344-1554 ext. 6) and if I am not in leave a
message. My regular office hours are Tuesdays from 4:30pm to 7:30pm and Wednesdays from 8:00am to
3:00pm. Special arrangements can be made to meet at other times if necessary.
By now you may know that new homeowners no longer apply with the assessor for the STAR
program. They must register with the state at:
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/register-for-star-credit.htm
All other exemptions are still through my office. In the past we have received an exempt amount for Basic STAR
of $65,300 . This amount has been adjusted to $65,500 based on the Consumer Price Index.
The 2017 roll will see small changes in land values for tillable acreage and pasture, also, any new construction
will be added to the roll. If you receive a notice of your Tentative assessment in the Spring, that is the time to contact me with questions or concerns. My goal is to keep our overall assessments at 100% of market value, and
more importantly, be fair and equitable to all.
My sincere wish is that you have a wonderful holiday season,
Anne
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Why local history?
Many people today know very little about the community where they live. We are all taught national and
world events in our schools, but little emphasis is place on local history. This policy is unfortunate,
since knowledge of local history is critical to informing and inspiring the next generation of citizens
about their heritage. The lack of public awareness regarding local history makes the role of the town
historian very significant in small communities like Stafford.
One of the best ways for people to connect to their local community is through past events, people and
activities. Stafford has a special place in the development of Genesee County and Western New York
and has a fascinating story to tell. The town historian is uniquely positioned to help tell this story to as
wide an audience as possible. This outreach involves public presentations to local schools and community groups as well as newspaper articles that raise awareness of our town’s contributions to the region.
The town historian is also a key advocate for public preservation. This role involves more than just
working for the preservation of historic buildings but also includes the protection of artifacts that make
up our community’s heritage. Finally, the historian assists with the promotion of the cultural legacy of
the community—through events like the Taste of Stafford and other community-wide commemorations.
In Stafford, we are fortunate to have a very active and dedicated historical society. The Historian’s
office will continue to coordinate many of its activities with the historical society, especially as we approach the Town’s bicentennial celebration in 2020.

Garth Swanson

LeRoy Stafford Seniors News
The Senior Christmas Dinner will be held on Wednesday, December 14th at the K of C, 6:oopm .
Contact Judith Ridley, 768-2001, to make a reservation.
We can use some help on December 13, 2016 if you can usher at the Christmas Concert at the
LeRoy High School.
Reminder—Please remember that we will not meet in January and February of 2017. Meetings will
resume in March 2017.
If you would like to be a part of the LeRoy Stafford Seniors, contact Judith at the above number.

Gillam-Grant Community Center—Upcoming Events
SILVER SNEAKERS every M, W, F from 9:00-10:00am
Wednesday PRESCHOOL STORY TIME – 10:30-11:00am
PIANO LESSONS at Gillam-Grant: Elaine Bezon, retired Byron-Bergen Elementary School teacher will
offer half hour piano lessons on Tuesday afternoons. All Skill Levels and ages are welcome! Call the
Center to set up for lesson.
Check out our website for Learning Center Programs:
Dec 5th @ 5:30pm – SOCIAL SUPPER. Special Dinner with Flank Steak Roll-ups, Mashed Potatoes,
Roasted Brussel Sprouts w/ Bacon Jam, and Christmas Cupcakes. Skomski and Friends will be entertaining us.
Dec 7th @ 6pm – GIRLS NIGHT OUT W/ CRAFTS - Arm Knitting. Learn a new skill while also making a
great, but easy Christmas gift!
Dec 7th @ 10am – HEALTHY LIVING Presentation presented by Alzheimer’s Association
Dec 8th @ 9am - AARP SAFE DRIVING COURSE. Pre-registration required!
Dec 9th @ 8am – COFFEE WITH THE BPO
Dec 10th – CHRISTMAS MARTIAL ARTS DEMO
Dec 12th @ 11:30am – LUNCH CLUB - Longhorn Steak House
Dec 14th @ 6pm – GIRLS NIGHT OUT W/ CRAFTS - Merry Christmas String Art. Create an amazing
decoration for your home!
Dec 16th Holiday Open House from 7:00-9:00pm: Our open house party is open to EVERYONE! Join
us for some community CHEER. This complementary event is our way of wishing you…Happy Holidays. Enjoy appetizers, wine tastings, spirits and fun.
Jan 7th – MARTIAL ARTS 10-week session starts!
Jan 10th – TOTAL BODY Fitness Begins!
Jan 17th – FITNESS ROOM Re-Opens, Closes on Dec 21st
Jan 12th - YOGA starts from 4:30-5:30pm: Yoga is designed to increase flexibility, build strength,
and melt away tension. All ages & levels welcome! Certified Instructor: Kathy Merrit, RYTI.
Jan 12th - 10-week CLOGGING (Thursdays): Beginner class: 6:00-6:45pm: Requirements: Left and
Right feet. Join us to learn the folk art of Clog Dancing. Clogging is a fantastic way to “exercise”.
Intermediate class: 7:00-7:45pm: New dances and old favorites! Clogging classes are suggested
for ages 12 and up. Instructed by Lisa Garino.
Feb 6th – FITNESS WITH NICOLE CUMMINGS begins! A class with a mix of Yoga, Pilates, Interval and
Circuit training!
Feb 6th, 7th, 21st, 28th, Mar 7th – TECH CLASSES. Will be running over the basics of Microsoft Programs as well as Social Media such as Twitter, Facebook, and Google.
Feb 7th COOKING CLASSES begin! Keep an eye out for our newsletter or go online to get more info!
March 1st - April 19th - BIBLE STUDY @ 10:15am

June 26th—30th—Maine Trip

Sept. 1st - 5th– New York City Trip
Spring

Sept. 15th-25th-Colorado

SUMMER RECREATION UPDATE

This year’s summer recreation program went faster than ever! Every year we say “where does
the time go?” Well now that recreation is over, we begin planning next year’s program.

We received some great feedback on a survey we distributed at the bonfire in regards to the children enjoying our new field trips. We plan to use the rest of the information to plan the 2017
summer’s program. Be on the lookout for the spring newsletter for details! We will continue to
have our field trips, swimming, tennis lessons, and the summer reading program through Woodward Memorial Library, morning crafts, and our great lunches and ice cream will be available
again from Shell’s Post.
I’m looking for Stafford residents who would like come and share a talent or hobby with the kids.
If you are interested in doing this please email me for more details. We would love to have you
join us! Also, if you have any suggestions for our programs please email me at:
reneeprice68@hotmail.com
On behalf of myself and the staff we truly enjoyed spending our summer with the kids. We would
like to thank the Town of Stafford, parents and community, The United Methodist Church, and
Shell’s Post for making the summer recreation program a huge success.
Renee Price
Stafford Recreation Director

There is an opening on the Town of Stafford Board of Assessment Review. This board meets
annually to hear complaints on assessments. A knowledge of building costs and/or real estate
values is preferred. Training upon appointment is required in the Spring. Please send resume
to the Stafford Town Clerk at PO Box 52, Stafford, NY 14143.
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Stafford Town Government
Member Directory
Your are invited and encouraged to attend the Stafford Town Board meetings.
2nd Monday of every month., 7:30 PM at the Town Hall.

Supervisor:
Robert Clement
Home 344-0672
Office 344-1554 Ext. 5
Councilman:
Robert F. Pacer— 343-0282
Robert Mattice — 507-7392
Don Mullen— 343-0662
Ronald Panek ——-343-2782

Town Justices:
Code & Zoning Enforcement Officers:
Robert Penepent— 344-4020
Office — 344-1554 Ext. 7
Brenda J. Mancuso- 344-4020
Lester Mullen & Gene Sinclair
Court Clerk—344-1554 Ext. 3
Highway Superintendent:
Steven Boldt — 343-2907
Town Clerk/Tax Collector/Registrar:
Walt Kershenski — 344-1554 Ext. 4
Deputy Clerks: — Betty Loncz

Assessor:
Anne M. Sapienza 344-1554 Ext. 6

DOG LICENSE AND CONTROL FEES
Current fees for dog licensing and control are:
Spayed/Neutered:

$6.00/dog/year
($5.00 Town/$1.00 Animal Population Fund (APF) Surcharge)

Unspayed/Unneutered:

$18.00/dog/year
(15.00 Town/$3.00 APF Surcharge)

Purebred:
dogs/year

$30.00—up to ten (10) registered purebred
Plus the applicable APF surcharges
$60.00—11 to 25 registered purebred dogs/year
Plus the applicable APF surcharges
$100.00—26 to 100 registered purebred dogs/year
Plus the applicable APF surcharges

Replacement License Tag:
Impoundment/Seizure:
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$3.00
As set forth in Section 117 in NYS Ag & Market Law

STAFFORD TOWN CLERK’S OFFICE
Holiday Closings
Thanksgiving
Christmas
New Years
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Presidents Day

TOWN OF STAFFORD
8903 Route 237, P.O. Box 52
Stafford, New York 14143

Thursday, November 24th
Saturday, December 24th
Monday. January 2nd
Monday, January 16th
Monday, February 20th

